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are ofren hard-driven hacks thar
tind themselves enduringa life of
misuse and abuse before being
consigned to a pile-’em-high
auction house and adopting the
role of cheap smokers. Think of
an ex-company car, and it’s unlikely that some-
thing as cffortlessly sophisticated or beautifully
presented as this Peugeot 504 Cabriolet would
spring to mind. And yet that’s exactly how this
delightful French drophead began its life.

“Back in 1978, my father Pierre moved from
Canada to Paris,” recalls its owner, Christian
Salbaing. “He was offered a company car and
was thinking about a Peugeot 604, which was the

range-topping model at the time and the sort of

thing an executive might be expected ro drive.
But when he rold me, I asked why he wanred
sucha large saloon and suggested instead thathe
should geta 504 Cabriolet — he had long been a
fan of open-top models, having owned a 1957
Chevy Bel Airand an Oldsmobile 88 convertible
aswell asa Ford Sunliner when I was growing up
in Montreal. Bearing in mind that temperatures
can drop to -20°C during the Canadian winter,
owning a convertible there is notsomething you
enter into lightly, so he was obviously a fan.”

Salbaing Snr clearly took heed of his son’s
idea, because shortly atterwards he ordered a
bmnd new Brun Acajou (Mahogany Brown) 504
Cabriolet from Luchard Automabiles in Pari is,
taking delivery of the car on 6 April 1979. 'T'he
Peugeat led something of a charmed life, being
kept garaged at Salbaing’s flat near Les Invalides
in Paris and rarely venturing out into the cut-
and-thrust traffic of the French capiral: “He
usually walked to his office, so the Peugeot was
used mostly at the weekend to tour the counrry-
side around Paris or the Normandy coast.”

134 Classic & Sports Car September 2017
—

Salbaing Jnr rarely drove the 504 himself at
that rime because he owned a much sportier Alfa
Spider, but his siblings often took the wheel of
the French dr ophead “During the mid-"80s,
my elder brother Francois took it up to The
Netherlands with his girlfriend and her boxer
dog. Talso remember thatin around
1986 my younger brother Patrick
took it down to the Cote d’Azur with
his girllriend. That should have
been the perfect holiday — it was
certainly the right car for the south
of France - but, having parked it on
the Promenade des Anglais in Nice,
they somehow managed to lock the
keys in the boot. ‘They tried every-
thing to get into the car, but to no
avail. Tn rthe end a local ‘locksmith’
had to prise open the hootlid with a
crowbar. The panel was subsequently
repaired, but for the next 20 years it
never quite aligned properly.”

When Salbaing Snr retired in 1989,
the Peugeot was a decade old and so, in
spite of having covered just 40,000km
Or 50, 45 E‘df ds L}lﬁ CUII}.p'dIly accountants
were concerned it had depreciated o
such an extent that it was worthless. As
a result, the firm offered him the option
to retain it. “1 had moved from Hong
Kong to Paris in 1987, recalls Christian today,
“and had just purchased a small house in
Normandy, about 100km from Paris. My father
had helped with the move and often came to visit
in the 504 and, because it would not have been
possible to export the Tumpmﬂ—spcmfmhnn
car to Canada, he decided to leave it with me.

Salbaing Jnr briefly used the Peugeor as a
daily driver but, not wishing to add too much ro
the mileage; he eventually decided to keep it in

Clockwise, from below:
Christian Salbaing with
the car shortly after taking
custodianship; the duo
today; the owner’s son,
William, aged two in 1992

Clockwise: the engine runs

Kugelfischer mechanical
fuel injection; seats were
retrimmed inleather in

the '90s; documents from
1979 include invoice and &
handbooks; neat bad

knob opens quarter!
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]"&ter :_m::l his father are real artisans, so I don’t uthhcd to the Cabriolet’s wafting nature
1 about pushing it to the limit,
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From top: alloys have
replaced original steels;
lion adorns the grille and
two-spoke wheel; old-style
Paris numberplates a neat
touch, but will have to be
replaced; subtle colour
suits Pininfarina lines
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