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suspension were, alter all, still not everyday
fodder even in the GT class of 1970. Such was
the optimism around the Stag when it emerged
that you could be forgiven for believing it didn’
have a competitor in sight. The only vaguely
comparable Mercedes SL was a strict two-seater
at double the Stag’ list price. Everything else
had a fixed roof and could not match the versatil-
ity of the Stag, with its neatly designed roll-hoop
and hefty but not unatrracrive hard-top that
transformed it into an instant coupé.

It’s true that the Merc makes a near counter-
point to the Stag, but for me the Pengeot 504
has always been the closer and more cogent
comparison — one of those tasty continental
morsels rarely seen in the UK, Its very scarcity
has always given it an added frisson of desirabil-
ity. Back in 1977, like most people who thoughte
they lmew about cars, T was only vaguely aware
of the Pininfarina-bodied Peugeots.

Based on a chassis 19cm shorter than that of
the 504 saloon, and with a slightly wider rear
track, the Cabriolet approximated the Stag for
passenger space even if it could not match its
adaptability. Thart said, 504 fans may argue that
you could always buy the Coupé if you wanted a
hard-top —and it would have made a formidable
rival for the Triumph if Peugeot had ever hoth-
ered to import it in any quantity. In France, the
Coupé and convertible were 40% dearer than
the saloon, yet somchow the sums never added
up when the idea of a UK-spec factory 504
Cabriolet was mooted, A few found their way

Clockwise, from above:
504 feels roomier, wheel
is later addition; Douvrin
V6; Peugeot rides better
and corners confidently;
lion motif on alloy rims
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over on special order and ¢1350 were converted
to right-hand drive by Hodec in the UK.
Pminfarina not only styled but also produced
the two-door 504s. The hodywork was built
alongside various Ferraris, Lancias and Tiats at
its factory in a Turin suburb. Launched in 1969
— six months after the saloon, its introduction
delayed by the student riots of 1968 — these
pleasingly couture trinkets ran through to the
mid-"80s, by which time they had acquired
colour-coded bumpers and other dubious visual
upgrades that tended to highlight the age of the
design rather than hide it. Even at the end,
though, these were outstandingly beautiful cars
with an aura of effortless chic that you also find
in a Pagoda Mercedes or a Chapron DS.
What the Pengeot lacked, at least at first, was
a ‘performance’ engine. In fairness, these 504s
went deceptively well on 2 litres and 108bhp
(only the carly cars were 1.8s), with standard-fit
Kugelfischer mechaniceal fuel injecrion adding
flexibility, refinement and surprising economy.
But the Peugeot-Renault-Volvo ‘Douvrin® V6
gave the car the muscle it needed in 1974. This
136bhp 90° V6, with its unusual single-choke
and twin-choke carburettor arrangement, made
its debut in the Pininfarina 504s, temporarily
ousting the 2-litre engine. The V6s featured a
redesigned grille, new alloys and one-piece tail-
lamps replacing the distinctive three-piece type.
When the 160bhp injection models were
launched in 1977, however, only the Coupé got
the V6. By then Cabriolet buyers had to make

PEUGEOT 504 V6 CABRIOLET
Sold/no built 1974-'77/8185 (all engines)
Construction steel monocoque

Engine all-alloy, sohc-per-bank 2664cc V6,
single/twin-choke carburettors; 136bhp @
5750rpm; 1531b ft @ 3500rpm Transmission
four-speed manual, driving rear wheels
Suspension: front MacPherson struts rear
semi-lrailing arms, coils; telescopics, a-r bar
f/r Steering power-assisted rack and pinion
Brakes discs, with servo Length 14ft 4%in
(4375mm) Width 5ft 53%in (1670mm)

Height 4t 4%4in (1334mm) Wheelbase 8ft
4'fin (2550mm) Weight 30101b (1365kg)
0-60mph 9.3 secs Top speed 117mph Mpg 24
Price new special order in UK Price now £12k
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do with an injected 2-litre motor again because
there were concerns that the open-topped shell
wasn’t stiff enough to take the extra urge that
the bigger engine could generate. ‘1'he Cabrio-
lets continued to the end in 1983, but the
short-lived V6 version must be one of the rarest
and most desirable Peugeots of all.
In the metal, putting theory to one side, the
Stag and 504 are closely matched in some
respects, poles apart in others. The Peugeot is
visually the more subtle of the two, its gentle
curves and elegantly resolved volumes confer-
ring a cool beauty on the shape from any vantage
point, although I have to say I'd prefer an carly
car with hubcaps and quad lights, preferably in
vellow, The Stag is fussier, flashier, but stll a
handsome car with that Triumph corporate
‘face’ that linked it to the 2000/2500 saloons that
its underpinnings were adapted from.
Both look crisp enough with their hoods
erected (the Peugeot’s is the easier of the two to
operate) and conjure vivid 1970s imagery with
their respective tops off. Remember the early
Stag brochure? Triumph promoted itas a car for
those white polo-neck types who would think
nothing of hoofing down to Monaco for along
weekend. In the glossy spreads of thar snazzy
document, the Stag somehow managed ro look
at home in sophisticated Euro-chie scenarios —
be it parked casually outside a pavement café or
beside a yacht on the French Riviera — in a way
that few other Bridsh cars could carry off,
Its catalogue was so awash with the clichés of
GT imagery, in fact, that you could hardly imag-
ine that this sleek, two-door, four-seater had
- emerged from a factory in the Midlands. If you

believed what you read in the Daily Muil, it was
the product of a bolshie worklorce, hall of whom
were card-carrying Communist Party members.
The Peugeot’s sense of its own stylishness is

THE PEUGEQT IS VISUALLY THE MORE SUBTLE, THE
STAG IS FUSSIER, FLASHIER, BUT STILL HANDSOME'

more ellortlessly carried off. Look at it and you
can almost smell a warm evening on the Cote
d’Azur. 1t could be Cannes promenade, a cocky,
skinny Frenchman at the wheel. Ile’s under 30,
slightly effete, wearing a white shirt with one too
many buttons open, has sunglasses on his head,
maybe en route to picking up a girlfriend then
meeting some friends at an expensive, trendy
heach bar. I'Tis dad probably bought him the car,
of course, and he leaves itunlocked everywhere,
with the top down. Tr takes a charismarie vehicle
to transport you on a flight of fancy such as this
on a wintry afternoon just outside Buxton, but
both the 504 V6 Cabriolet and the Stag are
undeniably alluring if, in the end, unsensational
to drive. Perhaps that doesn't matter,

No aspect of the Peugeot is anything other
than totally competent yet it leaves you with an
impression of a superbly supple, tremor-free and
quiet ride. It’s complemented by equally smooth
performance from a V6 that feels fractionally
rough (it was designed as a V8§, hence the 90°
angle) and winds out with a curiously pedestrian

TRIUMPH STAG

Sold/number built 1970-77/25 939
Construction steel monocoque Engine iron-
block, alloy-heads, sohc-per-bank 2997cc S0°
V8; 146bhp @ 4/00rpm; 1671k ft @ 3500rpm
Transmission four-speed manual, optional o/d
or three-speed auto, driving rear wheels
Suspension: front MacPherson struts, a-r bar
rear semi-trailing arms, coils; telescopics f/r
Steering power-assisted rack and pinion
Brakes discs f, drums r, servo Length 141t
63%in (4439mm) Width 57t 3%in (1613mm)
Height 4ft 4%:in (1327mm) Wheelbase 8ft 4in
(2540mim) Weight 28071b (1273kg)

0-60mph 10.4 secs (auto) Top speed 112mph
Mpg 21 Price new £2685 Price now £10,000

From top: two Strombergs
feed VB: cabin is sportier:
auto suits laid-back Stag,
but it still feels quick
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exhaust note. From memory, it feels more effort-
less than the smaller four-cylinders — there’s
more torque, obviously — without being notice-
ably more potent. Stll, the four gears pace the
performance nicely, the lever flopping from slot
to slut in a way that reminds you thart this is an
unrepentantly saloon-derived convertible.

You sit rather lower in the Triumph, on a seat
that seemns to lack padding and whosc relation-
ship with the floor forces you to splay your legs
around the steering column. The dash — with its
multifunctional warning gauge and dull-finish,
pseudo-Habitat wood — is much more ambitious
than the 504, whose layout is neat enough but
the overall look is drab for a car with such
glamorous pretensions.

Butthen I can’t think of a Peugeot with a really
good-looking dash. Being a later car, it would
have been burdened with the uninspiring,
saloon-type steering wheel with the fat centre
boss had it not been swapped for a wood-rimmed
job. Generally, though, the French car is more
cosscting and roomier than the Stag. Trs seats are
comfortable enough for my tenure, and covered
in a kind of imitation leather that is probahly as
close to the real thing as has ever been devised.

The Triumph sounds emphatcally better and
more interesting than the Peugeor, its twin pipes
emitting a tuneful gurgle that sounds far more
sophisticated —and potent—than the car really is.
Manual-overdrive Stags are pleasingly high
geared yet the auto nicely suits the lazy character
of the Triumph and the responsive mid-range
kickdown givesita lively [eel. The Stag’s sinooth,
short-stroke 3-litre V8 has an instant authority
the French car lacks, with 100mph cruising if

THE STAG'S SHORT-STROKE V8 GIV
INSTANT AUTHORITY THE FRENCH CAR LACKS'

you need it —and can live with the wind noise.

Not that either car invites aggressive driving.
The Stag is quite tidy and well mannered; there’s
maodestundersteer until you show it an undulat-
ing surface, when it gets slightly lurchy and
pitchy. Tr does not even attempt to match the
Peugeot’s lovely ride, with wheel movements
that are far less gently controlled; its ability to
filter out noise is much less accomplished, too.

If anything, the Peugeot corners herter. The
504 takes fast or slow curvesin a flat and undra-
matic way, showing a stabilising degree of
understeer transmitted through assisted rack-
and-pinion steering that, like the Stag’s, isa little
too light and fractionally low-geared.

Yet, such trifles aside, these are desirable cars
that really do put you somewhere warmer and
sunnier in your head when you're driving them.
Undo a few buttons, hold your gut in and you
could be that Riviera rich kid, or a playboy
borrowing his girlfriend’s car because his
Lamborghini is in the workshop again. Or even
the chisel-jawed polo-neck man from that Stag
brochure, who appears to be taking his new
secretary on an expense-account ‘business trip’,

As ro which I'd have, the choice isn’t difficult.
I like the Stag, but it’s nat quite special enough
or rare enough to get my elitist vote. No: with
reservadon, I'd take the Peugeor, a car thar T've
already owned three times in four-cylinder form.
The 504 is best enjoyed at leisure because it was
very much an aceessory for the idle classes when
it was new. Treat it as a relaxing car — one that
will still arouse a soft mutter of approval when it
arrives in any situation — then you'll enjoy every
second behind the wheel, ~eagzs=

Mcet the owners

IAN KIRKWOOD

Club Peugeot UK president
Kirkwood worked for Peugeot ! _
for 26 years. As well the V6 '
Cabriolet, which he bought
fram anaother club member
ayear ago, he owns a 504
Coupé, a205T16 and 2 304
Cabriolet. “The only real
problems with these cars are
rust and finding body panels’
he explains. "As for the mechanical side, it's
surprising how many parts the Peugeot dealers
still stock. I've just bought a brake master
cylinder from one in Scotland”

LINDA BOOTH

Jeff and Linda Booth from
Denton, Manchester have
owned Lheir Stag for 20 years,
“Itreally is like a part of the
family says Linda. “On the
odd occasions thal JefT has
talked about selling it, the
kids look as if we are having a
dog put down!” Apart from it
needing an engine rebuild
early in the Booths' awnership, the Stag, ane of
a batch huilt for the US market but never sold
there (running lights are a clue) has been
reliable:“It gets taken on halidays abroad and
lused it to drive to work far quite a while when
our modern car broke down”




